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" subliminal door " into our conscious life. This is the rather succinct 
volume of dogma which the empirical philosophy of religion yields up 
to date. 

George B. Stevens. 
Yale University. 



Evolution and Man Here and Hereafter. By John Wesley 
Conley, D.D. Chicago : Fleming H. Revell Co., 1902. 
Pp. 172. $0.7 s> net- 

This little volume does not attempt to harmonize science and 
religion, but only to sketch, in the first part, the intimations of immor- 
tality which the doctrine of evolution supplies and, in the second part, 
the bearings of that doctrine upon certain leading biblical teachings. 
Very properly on the threshold we are met by the definition of evolu- 
tion as a process and in its causal relations. The modification of 
Le Conte's definition is good in the way of condensation, but not good 
in its unwarranted restriction of the process in two particulars, namely, 
to the realm of organic nature only and to such changes only as are 
upward. What of inorganic nature and of degeneration ? There is a 
wise discrimination between the process of evolution and the proposed 
explanations of the process. In the discussion of its causal relations 
our author finds that "theism is the only rational basis for evolution." 

The leading idea of the book may perhaps be stated in the follow- 
ing way : Dead matter has the capacity for the various forces of 
nature, which, however, cannot influence it except under appropriate 
conditions. In the process of evolution such conditions arise suc- 
cessively, and a new form of force from the Infinite Energy flows into 
the process and gives rise to a new stage. Mechanical forces became 
operative first, chemical forces next, then vital force [sic] in its lowest 
form, and then in successive stages mental, moral, and spiritual forces 
appeared. 

Upon this basis, which does not quite free itself from the suspicion 
of being logical rather than historical, Dr. Conley discusses man's 
origin and place in nature, the psychical perfecting of man in the 
coming age, and life after death — at least of " every man who is in the 
way of growth." Much of this discussion is suggestive and clearly 
and strongly presented. The chapters which follow, treating of the 
future body and the transition to the coming age, are not impressive. 
They show here and there traces of confusion and either less firmness 
of grasp on the body of scientific truth, or the dominance of ideas 
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derived from another source. But any man may be expected to stum- 
ble in so dim a region. And it must be added that Dr. Conley is 
cautious and ever and anon sounds the warning of our deep ignorance. 

The general subject of Part II is "Evolution and the Biblical Teach- 
ings Concerning Man." The chapters deal with the creation of man 
(and of woman considered separately), moral responsibility and sin, Jesus 
Christ, salvation, inspiration and revelation, and things to come. In this 
section the student of organic nature will find, along with much that 
is helpful, little to criticise, except the treatment of the facts relating 
to sex in the first and sixth chapters. Such a book as Geddes and 
Thomson's Evolution of Sex would probably suggest some revision of 
these passages. 

We are grateful to Dr. Conley for this serious study of the deeper 
problems of human life and destiny. It has not the breadth of view 
and illumination of Griffith-Jones's book, The Ascent Through Christy 
which covers much the same ground, but its more modest purpose and 
its clear and direct style may suit it to the convenience of many readers. 

William L. Poteat. 
Wake Forest College, 
Wake Forest, N. C. 

Die religiosen und philosophischen Grundanschauungen der 
Inder. Aus den Sanskritquellen vom volkergeschichtlichen 
Standpunkte des Christenthums aus dargestellt und beur- 
theilt. Von Julius Happel. Giessen : J. Ricker'sche Ver- 
lagsbuchhandlung, 1902. Pp. viii + 252. M. 10. 

The purpose of this work is the confrontation of Christianity with 
" Hinduism " of the period in which it brought forth its highest 
creations in the field of religious and philosophical thought. This 
period is not more closely defined, but a perusal of the book shows 
that it corresponds to those periods in the development of the reli- 
gions of India which we term the Vedic and Brahmanical, and excludes 
what we technically call Hinduism with its sectarian developments. In 
five chapters the author discusses " the deepest and most imperishable 
truths of Hinduism " in respect to its belief in divinities, its cosmo- 
gony and cosmology, its view of the nature, dignity, and object of man, 
its perception of sin, and its theory of the redemption of the world. 
The first, second, and fourth of these subjects are treated first from 
their immediate-religious and then from their philosophic side. 

To indicate briefly Happel's conclusions : The Vedic belief in 



